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Chriſtianity Reviv d, 
AND 
Judaiſm Subverted. 
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558 JAVING juſt read over Mr. Chubb's 
5 four Tracts lately publiſh d, I here 
Y (35) 


ſend you my Opinion of them, in 

fome Obſervations and Remarks 
upon them, as you deſired. But, as Iam en- 
gaged in other Buſineſs and not much at 
leiſure for ſueh Inquiries, I muſt leave it, to 
your calm Judgment, whether my Thoughts 
about it ought to be laid before the World 
or not: for tho' I may preſume I am able to 
defend what I have advanced, in caſe it 
ſhould be neceſſary, yet I may not perhaps 
_ apprehend my ſeiſ obliged to anſwer every 

| B Writer, 
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Writer, who may think himſelf capable of 
confuting me. I only mention this, to let 
you know that, if you print what I here 
lend you, you will be concerned in ſome 
meaſure to anſwer any thing that may be 
objettcd to it as well as my ſelf; and, if I 
can depend upon ſuch a Second, you may 
do with theſe Papets juſt as you pleaſe. 


In the firſt Tract, 1 think, Mr. Chubb 
has fairly proved that the Apoſtles and E- 
vangeliſts, conſidered as Hiſtorians and epi- 
ſtolary Writers, were not inſpired in our well- 
known and eſtabliſh'J Senſe of the Word; 
and conſequently that they were not univer- 
ſally, and in every thing, infallible. Mr. 
Chubb indeed does not, here, make the Diſ- 
tinction between Matters of Knowledge or 
Science, and Matters of Faith, Opinion, or 
Belief; I ſay, he does not make this Diſtine- 
tion directly and explicitly, tho' this is hat 
lie muſt have ſuppoſed and aim d at: for, in 
Matters of Knowledge, or Science, every 
Man is infallible ; but in Matters of Faith, 
Opinion, or meer Belief, no Man can be ſo. 
Nor did the ' Apoſtles, or any of thoſe who 


were at firſt. endued with the Holy Ghoſt, 


ans ever 


( 1 
ever claim any ſuch Privilege, or pretend to 
it; but this was only the inſolent and impu- 
dent Claim and Pretence of the Church of 


Namo, in Aſter-Ages, as Mr. Chubb has 
juſtly obſerv d. 


But tho I have no ObjeRions to any thing 
that Mr. Chubb has advanc d in this firſt 
Tract, yet with regard to the two next 1 
have ſeveral things to offer againſt him, 

which are, at leaſt in my opimon, * ma- 
terial. HF a. 


In his Anſwer to Britannicus, he aſſerts 

and maintains, that the Miracles which Je- 
fus wrought in his Life - time, eſpecially 
thoſe of raiſing the Dead, afforded as full 
and ftrong a Proof of his Meſſiah-ſhip, as 
his own Reſurrection from the Dead could 
have done, ſuppoſing it ever fo clearly 
prov'd; and that if one of theſe Proofs he 
defe&ive the other muſt be ſo too. But 
herein he is certainly miſtaken, or, at leaſt, 
I muſt beg leave to give ſome Reaſons why 
I amobliged, in this Caſe, to ſtand by Bri- 
tannicus and cannot PR agree with 
Mr: Chubb. N 
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(4) 


*Tis well known, that it was an eſſential 


| Character of the Meſſiah, as declared by all 
the Prophets, that, after the Death of So/o- 


mon and Revolt of the ten Tribes, he 
ſhould reſtore the Kingdom to Iſrael, and 
eſtabliſh it for ever, or to the end of the 
World, jn the Houſe or Line of David : 

and this is fo very evident, from the Books 
themſelves, as to need no further Proof. 
But, as Jeſus did not effe& this while he 
lived, there could be no other Hope-in ex- 
pectation from him, as the Meſſiah, but his 
riſing again from the Dead, and coming, with 
a ſufficient Power from Heaven, to bring 
about ſuch' a Work and fulfil theſe Pro- 
phecies. Without this, his own Apoſtles 
and Diſciples muſt have given him up, and 
could never have bclieved in him as the pro- 
mis d Meſſiah; nor could they ever have 
preach'd him, as ſuch, tothe Jewiſb Nation, 
No Man in Iſrael could ever have believed 
in Feſus, as the Chrift, had he not riſen 


again from the Dead, in order to reſtore the 


Kingdom, in the known Senſe of all the Pro- 
phets and of this whole People from firſt to 
laſt, They had great Reaſon therefore to 
' lay 


(5) 

lay the Streſs here, and to inſiſt upon this as 
the ſingle deciſive Point; for otherwiſe ei- 
ther Jeſus muſt have been a falſe Prophet, or 
elſe they had never had any true Prophet be- 
fore : for had he wrought ever ſo many Mi- 
racles in his Life, or his Followers in his 
Name after his Death, this could not have 
-prov'd him to have been the Meſſiah, the 
Saviour or Deliverer of 1/rae/, if he had 
not perſonally reſtored the Kingdom in the 
concurrent Senſe of all the Prophets, and of 
the whole Nation, 


But tho' all the antient Prophets ſhould be 
given up, as either Enthuſiaſts or Impoſtors, 
as to what they propheſied concerning the 
Meſſiah ; yet ſtill the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
as ſuch, or as a Matter of Revelation, muſt 

depend on the Reſurrection of Chriſt from 
the Dead; and nothing could ſupport it with- 
out this, 


But Mr. Chubb has found out other Ends 
and Reaſons of Chriſt's ReſurreQion, of 
greater conſequence than proving himſelf to 

be the true promiſed Meſſiab, and, thereby, 
clearing himſelffromtheChargeof Impoſture, 
for 


66) 
for which he had been put todeath. He thinks; | 
or ſeems to think, that the proper Ends and 
Reaſons of Chri/*s Reſurrection were, that 
be might gather his Diſciples together, to 


commiſſion them to preach the Goſpel to all 


Nations, and to qualify them for, and ſupport 
them in ſuch a Work, by ſending down the 
Holy Ghoſt upon them. But, with ſubmiſſion, 
theſe could be no Reaſons at all, and it can 


hardly be ſuppoſed, that Mr. Chubb ſhould 
really think them ſo. For Chriſt might have 


given his Apoſtles their Commiſſion, while 
he had been ſtill living among them, and 


God might afterwards have qualiſy'd and 


ſapported'them by the Gift of Tongues, the 
Power of working Miracles, or any other ne- 


ceſſary Encouragements and Aſſiſtances, he- 
ther Jeſus had riſen again from the Dead 


or not; and thereſore Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
according to Mr. Chubb, was not neceſſary 


at all to any of the Purpoſes of Chriſtianity: 
Since the End, for any thing we can ſee to 
the contrary, might as well * been ob- 
iain d without it. 


But Mr. Chubb, in his next Tract, is ſtill 
more myſtertons; where he attempts to ſolve 
the 


(7) 

the great Difficulty with reſpe& to Abra- 
baus being commanded by God to offer up 
his Son, even his only Son Z/aac, the Son 
and Heir of the Promile, as a Sacrifice of 
Burnt-Offering unto the Lord, And here 
he endeavours to prove, that God might 
fly and reaſonably, as a Matter of Reli- 
gion and Confctence, for this is the Caſe, en- 
join Abra hum a piece of Service which was 
wrong and unfit in it ſelf, or in the Nature 
and Reaſon of things; or, which is the ſame 
thing, that God might make it his Duty, and 
an Act of Religion and Conſcience in him, 
to intend and reſolve upon a thing that oaght 
not to be done: For this Intention and Re- 
ſolution, formed upon the Command and 
Authority of God, contained the whole Mo- 
rality and Religion, or, rather, the whole 
Intnorality and Irreligion of the Action 3 
and the outward Overt- Act not being after 
wards executed, could not alter the Caſe 
either with reſpect to God or Abrubam. 


But Mr. Chubb pretends to prove, by an 
Inſtance, that a Command may be reaſonable 
and ft, where the Action or Thing com- 
manded is unrighteous and wrong 3 and to 

make 


633 

make this out, he inſtances in the Caſe of 
Solomon's commanding to divide a living 
Child between two Women, who both 
claim d it as their own. But this Inſtance is ſo 
far from being to his Purpoſe, that it plainly 
proves the quite contrary to what he has 
brought it for; and if, to make the Cafe pa 
rallel, he would have put Solomon in the 
place of God, he muſt, inſtead of juſtifying 
Solomon, blame the Almighty. 


For, in the firſt place, it was neceſſary 
in Solomon to make fuch a Tryal, in order 
to diſcover the true Mother of the Child, and 
make a right Judgment, fo as to do Juſtice 
between the two Claimants, which he could 
not otherwiſe have done. But God ſurely 
could be under no ſuch neceſſity of tempting 


or trying Abraham, to inform himſelf how 


he would act, or determine himſelf, in this, 
or any other, Caſe propoſed to him. The 
Searcher of Hearts could not want to teach 
or inform himſelf, by Experiepce, of what 
was in Man. And beſides, the Command 
of Solomon, ſappoſing he had required an 
unfit Action, could not bind any Man, in 
point of Religion and Conſcience, to Obes 

dience, 


(9) 
dience, as the Command of God always does; 
and muſt, - unleſs God ſhould. afterwards re- 
voke hisown Orders, repent of his Command, - 
and make it a Man's Duty not to do what- 
he had made it his Daty to do before : and 
from hence, perhaps, it may be thought that 
Mr. Chubb has not yet well weigh'd this 
Caſe, but that he ought to think of the 
Matter once more, and give it a Third Con- 
ſideration. 


But, for my own part, I cannot helpthinking 
that the only rational Concluſion to be drawn 
from this Caſe, as the Story has been handed 
down to us, is, that Abraham might be ſome 
way or other miſtaken in this matter, and 
might imagine that he had ſuch a Com- 
mand from God w e had not, or, at 
leaſt, could not — 4 prove it to others: 
and that conſequently whoever believes the 
Story, as now told, muſt take it upon A- 
braham's ſole Authority, or, perhaps ſtill 
lower, upon the, Authority of After-Copiers 
and Tranſcribers, who may have omitted 
ſeveral Circumſtances, which might have 
enabled one to- have made a better Judg- 


ment about it. But if Abraham may be 
C thought 
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thought to have been here deceiv d, of that 


he intended hereby to convince the Heathens. 
about him, that he was ready to pay the 
ſame” Worſhip and Homage to the true 
God, as they did to their Idols; and, con- 
ſquently, that he would not be behind- 
hand, with them, in any Matter of Obedience 
to the true God. I ſay, if this Caſe may be 
put, it may be cafily conceived that God 
hereininterpoſed, inan extraordinary way, to 
preyent an ill Deſign, and thereby to con- 
vince this great Patriarch of his Miſtake 
and Folly. But, tis moſt reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that the Nation of human Sacrifices, 
as of the higheſt Value and Efficacy with 
God, as Free- will Offerings in extraordinary 
Caſes; was at this time a current Doctrine, 
even among thoſe who worſhip'd only the 
one tru& God; and that Abrabam had not 
yet got rid of all the old Prejudices and Pre- 

poſſeſſions of his Family, and Countrymen, 
while they were under a State of Idolatry. 


I mean, that the Patriarch was ſincere in this 


Caſe, and prov'd his Faith to be ſound, tho 
he could. not well clear his Underſtanding. 


Tis, I think; very plain, that Abraham could 
| have no Notion that human Sacrifices were 


contrary 


(11) 


contrary to the Law of Nature, or incone' 
ſiltent with the Moral Perfections of God: 

had he but ſuſpected this, he muſt have 
boggled a little more upon it. He muſt 
have pleaded for his firſt- born and moſt be- 
loved Son, the Son and Heir of the Pro- 
miſe, as he did for the Cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, as he had much more Reaſon ; 
or he muſt have begg d, at leaſt, that, if the 
thing muſt be done, he himſelf might not 
be the Executioner. He muſt have conſis 
dered with himſelf, whether he could be 
more certain of ſuch a poſitive Command 
from God, than he was of the Will of God, 
in Nature and Reaſon, to the contrary ; or, 
whether God, by a poſitive Command, was 
now about to diveſt him of all the tender 
Afſections and Sympathies of Humanity, 
But we dont find that he had any ſuch 
Doubts, or Scruples, in his Mind about it; 
and, therefore, his Reſolution upon it was 
quick and Sudden, atleaſt, if not raſh and 
Inconſiderate. And; indeed, that Abraham 
either had, or could have, any ſuch Com- 
mand from God, cannot poſſibly appear 
to us, however it might appear to him. 


Tis a wat Caſe then, to me, that this 
qi C2 holy 


* 


(612) 

holy Patriarch, as good a Man as he was, 
and as great a Reformer of the: World about 
him, had not yet thoroughly freed himſelf 
from all the Prejudices, and Idolatrous Cul- 
toms of his Family and Education. But this, 
however, may be ſaid in favour of Abra- 
ham, and to his Honour, that he was readi- 
ly diſpoſed to part with any thing, tho ever 
ſo dear to him, in Obedience and Reſigna- 
tion to the Will of God. And as this was 
an excellent Spirit and Temper of Mind, it 
might deſerve to be recorded as worthy of 
Imitation; but, that Abrabam had really 
any ſuch Command from God, or that he 
was not in this caſe miſtaken, has never yet 
been prov'd, and, as I imagine, never will; 

unleſs Mr. Chubb ſhould-think of the Matter 
again. 


But this o Prepoſſeſſion of the . 
Merit and Value of human Sacrifices, as 


Free- will Offerings, or Acts of Superero- 


gation, in extraordinary Caſes, continued 
down for many hundred Vears in Abra- 
hams Family, or among thoſe who were de- 


Acended from him and profeſs'd his Reli- 


gion, 7. e. to be the Unitarians, or Wor- 
2 ſhippers 


(n) 
ſhippers of the one only true God. And 
that Moſes, the famous Lawgiver of 1/3azl, 
proceeded © upon this Suppoſition, in the 
Conſtitution of his Law, I ſhallnow prove. 


In the laſt Chapter of Leviticus we have 
a Digeſt of the Laws concerning Vows, or 
Dedications of Perſons, Beaſts, or Things to 
the Lord. And of theſe, as is evident from 
the Law itſelf, there were two ſorts, which, 
for Diſtinction's ſake, I ſhall call the General 
or Conditional, and the Special or Abſo- 
lute Vow. In the General or Conditional 
Vow, the Perſon, Beaſt, ' or Thing dedi- 

cated to the Lord, i. e. to the Church, or 
Temple, was not to be ſeparated from the 
uſe of Man by Burning, or other Deſtruc- 
tion, but a Value was to be ſet upon it by 
the Prieſts, where the Law had not fix d it 
before; and this Valuation being regiſtred 
and made a Matter of Record, there re- 
mained a Right of Redemption, to the ori- 
ginal Proprietor and Owner, provided the 

Redemption ſhould be made, and the Mo- 
ney paid, at any time before the next en- 
enſuing Jubilee: but in caſe of fuch Failure; 
the Right of Redemption was cut off, ex- 


cepting 
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( 24) 
ecpting in Lands of Inheritance, which could 
be only ſold, or given, to the Jubilee, and 
maſt afterwards return to the Family. In 
the Human Kind the Prices of Redemption 
were fix d and ſettled by Law, which the 
Prieſt could not alter; namely, from twenty 
Vears old to ſixty, fiity Shekels of the 
Sanctuary for a Male, and thirty for à Fe: 
male ; from five Years old to twenty, the 
Valuation, for a Male was to be twenty; 
and ſor a Female ten, Shekels; from: a 
Month old to five Vears, the Price of the 
Male was five, and of the Females three 
Shekels ; and from ſixty Years: old; and a- 
bove, the Valuation for a Male was. fiſteen, 
and for a Female ten, Shekels. - Thus ſtood 
the Law with reſpe& to the Hyman Kind, 
but in every thing elſe, - whether Beaſt; 
Houſe, Land, or Goods, the Prieſt was left 
at liberty to ſet his own Value, and then 
there could be no Right of Redemption; 
but by paying a fifth part over and above 
the Prieſt's Valuation. -- Now here the 
Prieſts were made P awneBrokers, in which 
the Owner, or original Proprictor, was ſure 
to have the worſt Bargain, as he would, in 
. * 28 f. 359 10. al] 
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all probability, W Ne 06 
Bidder. 


And thus ood the Caſe in Law with re- 
gard to the General or Conditional Vow, and 
Dedications of Perfons, Beaſts, or Things 
to the Lord, or to the Priefs z as will be e- 
vident, to any one, by looking, over the 
twenty-ſeven firſt Verſes of this Chapter. 
But at Verſe the twenty-eighth, the ſpevial 
Caſe in Law comes in, and is particu- 
larly excepted and provided for, notwith- 
ſtanding any thing before ſaid with reſpect 
to General Vows. For, notwithiſtanding the 
foregoing Laws relating to General Vows, 
or the Dedication of Redeemables, it is eſpe- 
cially declared, that any thing vow'd Ab- 


Plutely ſhould be irredeemable; and if it 


was a living Creature, either Man, or Beaft, 
it muſt ſurely die the Death. Ver. 28, 29. 


Notwithſtanding, nothing ſeparate from 


the common Le, that a Man doth ſeparate 


unto the Lord, of all that he hath, whether 
it be Man or Beaſt, or Land of his Inke- 
ritance, may be ſold or redeemed ; for every 
thing ſeparate from the common Uſe is moſt 
holy unto the Lord, Nothing (no Perſon, 


. or 


o 
- 


*. 3 


li 
1 


SST RELL 


— — 
— 
— 


— On nn ng 
m_ . 


— —— 
* 
2 8 * 
5 - Py 


£1 & 
or Beaſt) ſeparate from the common Uſe 
which ſhall be ſeparate from Man, ſhall be 
Werbe 4 but ate the Death. 


N this, I think, is plain Law, and 1 
eannot ſee how the Statute will be ſet aſide. 
But, to clear up the Matter a little farther, 
I ſhall here give an Inſtance which comes 
up fully and directly to the Point, and in 
which this Law was actually executed. Vou 
will eaſily perceive, Sir, that what I here 
aim at is the Caſe of Feptha's Daughter, 
which we have recorded in the eleventh 
Chapter of the Book of Judges, and which 
was in ſhort this; Feprha, then in Exile, 
was recalled by his Countrymen, and made 
their chief Captain, in order to a War againſt 
the Ammonites, from whom, at that time, 
they were in the utmoſt Danger. He comes 
home, accepts the Commiſſion, and there- 
upon vowd a Vow unto the Lord, that, if 
God would give him the Victory, and bring 
him back again in Peace and Safety, whatſoe- 
ver ſhould firſt come out of his Houſe to meet 
him, at his Return, ſhould be given up as 
a Sacrifice of Burnt-Offc ring unto the Lord. 
He undertakes the War, gains the moſt 

ſignal 


17) 
ſignal and complete victory, and ebines back 
in Peace and Triumph, ver. 3 2, 33. But at 
his Return in this Triumph, who fhobtd 
firſt come out to meet him but his dun 
Daughter and only Child, followed: with 
Muſick and Dances, to welcome him home 
and celebrate the joyful Day: but the Con- 


ſternation and Confuſion, the Grief,, An- 


guiſh, and Diſtraction of the Father, upon 
this Occafion, may be better imagin'd than 
expreſs d. He rent his Clothes, and in the 
utmoſt Agony and Diſtreſs of Mind, -cry'd 
out, Alas ! my Daughter thou haſt brought 
me low, and art one of thoſe ub trouble 
me ; for I have open d my Mouth unto the 
Lord, and cannot go back, ver. 35. But 
the young Lady took this with-an Heroick 
Patience and Reſolution, | as it oould net 
now be recalled or revoked ; and ſhe com- 
forted herſelf with this, that her Country, 
however, had been ſaved by her Father, 
who had come off with Glofy, cho ſhe her- 
felf muſt be an innocent Victim to it: and 
therefore ſhe only begg d fot à Reprieve of 
two Months, or that fer Father would, at 
leaft, do thus much ſor her, to ſuſſer her to 

Tefire to the Mountains two Months, with 
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(1s) 
other Maids her Companions and Acquain- 


tance, there to bewail her Virginity, as ſhe 
had not yet known Man, and muſt now die 
childleſs ; which was always reckoned an 
Unhappineſs in 1/iaet, and even a Reproach, 
when a married Woman had not Children, 
ver. 36, 37, 38. This Requeſt being granted, 
and the Time expired, ſhe returned ; and 
then her Father executed his Vow upon her, 
or did unto her according to his Vow, and 
offered her up as a Burnt-Offering ,unto the 
Lord, vet. 39. Here, then, . isa plain Caſe 
in Fact, in which the Law, as before men- 
tion d and explain d, was actually put in 
execution. Jeptha had made a ſpecial ab- 
ſolute. Vow, which he could not revoke, 
without violating the Law, upon which he 
muſt-have been put to death himſelf, and 
yet could not have ſaved his Daughter nei- 
ther, Who was dead in Law before. 

748 151 Wel b 271 (19SC- 1k 

Nothing can be ei « or abſurd 
than what dome would urge here, that this 
young Virgin Lady was not made a Sacrifice 
of Burnt-Offering, but only voww d to perpe- 
tual. Virginity. But this is contrary, to the 
ergreifen, which aſſures us, that her 17 

1 
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ther had vow'd her as a Butnt-Offering, and 
that he did accordingly, or executed his Vow 


after two Months. And beſides, ſuch Rea- 
ſoners do not conſider; that there were no 


Nunneries, or Vows of Virginity, admitted 
in Iſtael; and that this muſt have been as 
contrary to the Law, as it would have been 
in Feptha to have violated his Oath. And 
tis evident, that the Circumſtance | of her 


being a Maiden; and an only Child, is par- 


ticularly mentioned and inſiſted on here, on- 


ly, to aggravate the Calamity; ſince ſo emi- 


nent z Family in Iſrael, and all the farther 


Iſſue of ſo renown'd a Conqueror, muſt, 


her. 


Bur to ſet this: awer ill in a clearer 
Light, it need only be conſidered farther, 
that, preſently after the Exodus, God is ro- 
preſented as putting in his Claim of Right 
to all the Firſt-bom of 1/rael, as a juſt Ac- 
knowledgment for, his baving flain all the 
Firſt-born of «Egypt, and deliyered them: 
out oſ that cruel, Bondage. And tho this 
righteous Demand, ,which might be thought, 
1 a little ee ee 
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mitigated or poſſibly remitted, by an Act 
of Grave, in which God was pleas d to ace, 
copt all the Males of the Tribe of Levi, 
in lieu of all ihe Firſt-born Males of the o- 
tker Tribes, as the Redemption, or Price 
of their Lives ; yet this Gratuity could not 
alter tho original Right and Claim as before. 
And conſequently this whole People muſt 
have believed this Doctrine of Human Sa- 
cifices, and their peculiar Value and Effi- 
cacy with God, when they were given as 
Fvee- Will Offerings; I ſay, they muſt have 
bolie ved xis Doctrine, as much as they could 
* any ettrer Doctrine, as coming from 
God: And) indeed, God agiring them back 
the Firſt- born, and not inſiſting on them as 
a legal Due, laid them under the ſtronger 
Obligation of making him ſome Free- will Of- 
ferings, of this Kind, in extraordinary Caſes. 
And then ſuch Atonements were looked upon 
as & fort of Supererogation, and peculiarly 
metitorious;asbeing the higheſt poſſible Act 
of Religious Obedience; not ſtriẽtly enjoit'd 
by Law? *Attf this; I may venture to Hy, 
was the general ON and Befief of the 
whole Woth? "Both Pew and Sehen be 
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Tis true, indeed, that all civilized Na- 


tions, both Jews, and Heat ens, had all 
along pretty right Notions of Virtue and 
Moral Obligations; but, as they reſolved 
this into the wrong Principle of Poſitive 


Will; their Prieſts had, in eſſect, {et it aſide 


by their pretended: Revelations, Oracles, 
n and Prophecies. 


T his n Caſe among the 
Heathens; nor was it much better among the 
Jews, who paid the ſame ſort of Worſhip, 
Obedience, and Homage to the true God, 
chat the Heathens did to their Idols: and this 
from the ſame Principle of reſolving every 
thing into Paſiti ue Will, as having no prior, 
immutable, and moral Characters, whereby 
to judge of the Will of God. And from hence 
we find the cloſeſt Treacheries and moſt open 
Violence, the moſt notorious and repeated 
Perjuries and Violations of ſolemn Oaths, the 
moit eruel and outragious Slaughters, Butch- 
crics, and Devaſtation of Countries, againſtall 
the Principles of Humanity and the Law of 
Nations, the moſt deteſtable and execrable 


e Rehellions, Murders, and * 
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(22) 
tural Civil Wars; and, in ſhort, whatever 
can be imagined as contrary to the eternal 
and immutable Law of moral Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, all carry d on and perpetrated 
ih the name of the Lord; and ſupported upon 
the Pretenſions of Dreams, Viſions, and Voices. 
But ſuch ſort of Communications from God, 
without any moral intrinſick Characters to 
judge of them, can only be aſeribed, either, 

tothe Artifice and Impoſture of the Prieſts, or 
to the Superſtition and Hypochondriaſi of 
the Prophets. And therefore, I cannot but 
think, that Chriſtianity, by reſtoring the mo- 
ral Character and Criterion between Truth 
and Falſehood in Religion, has been of infi- 

. nite Service to the World; and that we ought 
to thank God, as much, for being delivered 
from the Vaſſalage and Darkneſs of Neat 


as s from mann ir elf. 


> But ſince the Buſineſs of Sacrifices havall 
abs made ſo much Noiſe in the World, 
and the Subject, at preſent, ſeems to be pretty 
much in the dark; I ſhall conſider this Mat- 
ter à little father. The word Sacrifice, in 
general, ſignifies ſome particular Act of Obe- 
dcnce, With which" God is ſuppoſed to be. 
4714 well 
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well pleas d, as a thing agreeable to his 
Will, and for which he is inclined to accept 
and fa vour the Obedient: and from hence, 
the Praiſes, Thankſgivings, and Devotions 
of the Penitent and Sincere, have been cal led 
Sacrifices, and been looked upon as pro- 
pitiating and atoning the Deity, and dif- 
poſing him to ſavour and reward ſuch as 
offer up theſe Services to him. But, as 

Repentance, Reformation, or. ſincere Obe- 
dience for the future, is the natural Condi- 
tion of Pardon, and what has been ever en- 
join d by all the Laws of God, from the 
Beginning of the World to this Day, the 
Words Sacrifice, Atonement, Propitiation, 
c. have been commonly taken in a more 
reſtrain'd Senſe, for ſuch free and volun- 


to the Will of God, or Ir of the Gods, as par- 


ticular and extraordinary Abts of Piety, Mu- 
nificence, Mercy, and Charity, where Men 
are under no ſtrict Obligation or Penalty in 
Law; and conſequently, where the Obe- 
dience may be conſidered as entirely free, 
and not directly f pecified, enjoin'd, or en- 
arcd by Law. 2 thus all Ads of 
Bounty and Liberality, the free, Donations 

of 
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of the Rich and Wealthy to the Poor, or to 
the Church for pious Uſes, and where there 
was no prior Obligation in Law, or ſtrict 
Jultice, the free Giſts offered to the Temple 
among the Jews, and all the great publick 
Feſtivals of the Antients, in which the Poor 
were freely received and entertained at the 
Coſt of the Rich, were called, in this pecu- 
lar reſtrain d Senſe, $42#ificts, ind look d 
upon as highly pleaſing and acceptable to 
the Deity, and were, conſequent ly, conſi- 
dcred as the moſt effe&ual Propitiations and 
Atonements for paſt Sins. 


And here the more dear and valuable the 
thing parted with was, to the poſſeſſor, the 
more pleating and acceptable was the Gift 
' ſuppoſed to be, while it was oſſered in Obe- 
dience and Reſignation to the Will of God; 
and conſequently, the givitig up a Firſt- 
horn, or an only Son or Daughter, muſt 
needs be thought a higher Act of Obedience. 
and a Wenger Proof ef an 3fotte "THR 
and Confidence in God, than any thing elſe. 
And deres Hom 3 bean uſp of th 
Metaphor, ia the New Tellament, as fin 
Luſts and Pleaſures are very dear and Va- 

luable 
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luable to the carnal Mind, a Sinner is ſup- 
poſed to make an acceptable Offeringto God, 
when he crucifies the Fleſh with its Aﬀec- 
tions and Luſts, ſacrifices the old Man, and 
puts to death, or deſtroys, the Body of Sig 
within him: things more dear and valuable 
to him, than a right Hand or a right Eye, 
or even than a Firſt-born or an only Child. 
And this is the common and eftabliſh'd. Ac- 
ceptation of the Words Sascriſice, Aitone- 
ment, Propitiation, &c. as they have been 
uſed in all Ages, and by all Authors whe- 
ther Sacred or Profane. 


But no ſooner had the Priefts got this 
by the handle, and well ſettled it upon the | 
Minds of Men, but they began to make a 
proper uſe of it to their own Advantage, and 
to confine the Notion, or, at leaſt, the chief 
Morit of Sacrifices, to what they call d Deo- 
dands, or Gifts to the Lord, 3. , Donations 
to the Chureh, or to themſelves, whether 
they were enjoin d by Law or not; and for 
this Reaſan they made the latter moſt. me- 
ritorious, as being ſure of the former both 
* ** and Bad, Saints and Sinners; 

E. T |; whereas, 
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whereas they could depend on this of Free- 
will Offerings, or mere voluntary Gifts, from 
none but Fools. And therefore the Fools, 
who were ſure to be moſt in number, were 
always their greateſt Devotees, and never 
fail'd of the Pardon of their Sins. 


Nothing could have given the Prieſts more 
-Power and Influence over ſuch a wretched 
and groſſly ſuperſtitious People, than this 
Notion of the Value and Efficacy of Human 
Sacrifices. Since it muſt have been in the 
Prieſt's power to require them, at any time, 
by a Voice from the Oracle, or any other 
pretended Revelation; beſides the many For- 
feitures, of this kind, which muſt haye been 
continially made * Law. 


But what Sade advanced the Power of 
the prieſts under this Law, was the Trial of 
Jealouſy, w which, in eſſect, put all the Wo- 
men of the Country into the Prieſt's hands, 
to be diſpoſed of at his pleaſure, and to be 
ſaved, or poiſon'd, upon any little Suſpicion 
or Complaint of the Husband, whether with 
or without ground; for the Husband's bare Suſ- 
picion, without any Gauſe aſlign'd, was ſuf- 

ficient 
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ficient to put any Woman upon this Trial. 
We have this Law recorded in the fifth 
Chapter of Numbers, from the eleyenth 
Verſe to the end. The Caſe, in ſhort, is 
this; if a Man was moy'd with a jcalous 
Mind towards his Wife, and thought ſhe had 
been unfaithful to him, whether he could offer- 
any Reaſons for it or no, he was to bring her 
to the Prieſt, who was to give her a Draught 
of curſed and bitter Water, with ari Oath 
of Curſing, that if ſhe had been guilty of 
what ſhe was ſuſpected of, her Belly ſhould 
ſwell, and her Thighs rot, upon taking the 
Doſe, to which the Woman was to ſay Amen, 
Amen; i. e. this Draught was to poiſon her, 
or prove her innocent, as ſhe was guilty or 
not guilty. Now it muſt here be obſerved, 
that this Doſe was a Secret in the Prieſt's 
own hands, or a Potion of his own Prepara- 
tion, and that nobody could know what he 
put into it but himſelf. But, had there been 
here any extraordinary Interpoſition, the 
Woman might have drank Water out of her 
own Well, Wine out of her own Cask, or 
any other common Liquor at her own Choice 
and Pleaſure, and God could have directed 

E 2 the 
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the Event: &'us to have anſweted the pur- 
poſe of ſuch 4 Trial. But, as this whole 
Maragemert was left to the private Act and 
| Judgiwent of the Prieft, tis evident that he 
mige diſpoſe abſolutely of che Event, and 
eichet Tave er poiſon any Woman, as ſhe 
Had either pleasd or diſpleas d her Ghoſtly 
Father: and how far this muſt put all the 
Women of IN into the hands of the Prieſt, 
I wonld leave any one to judge. 


: Another Article, which vaſtly encreas d 
the Pneftly oer under the Law, was, the 
high and exorbnant'Taxes and Payments or- 
dered as Deodand and legal Dues to the 
Church. And had I here time to enter in- 
tothis-Argument, which I muſt reſerve to an- 
other Opportummy, it might be eaſily prov'd, 
as i ſome time or other will, that the legal 
Dus, or Payments, exacted by Law, of 
dne Kind or ether, amounted to the whole 
zinual Rent, or full twenty Shillings in the 
Pound, upon all the Lands in the Country, 
de ſies all that the Priefts had an Opportu- 
nicy te gull and rifle the People of, under 
the ——————— as ne- 

BW ceſſary 
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ceffary Dues to the Lord. And theſe Exac- 
tions were ſo very hard and ſevere that they 
could not be born, which made this Nation 
fo prone to Idolatry; the Worſhip of che 
tue God being ſo vaſtly expenſive, that they 
choſe rather to worſhip any other God, who 
would acceptthem upon cafrer Terms. And, 
from hence, ten of the twelve Tribes reyolted, 
atonce, upon the Death of d olamon, and made 
them Prieſts of their own, from the meaneſt 
of the People, as not being able to maintain 
the Prieſts of the Lord in a legal way. And 
this was doubtleſs a moſt hopeful Conſtitu 
tion, which no Church or Clergy upon 
Earth would ever give up, as a Free-will 
TOS to the Lord. 


Tis very plain, that no Pagan Prieſts in 

the World eyer carry'd their independent 
Claims upon the People ſo high as the 
Fewifh and Chreſt:zan Prieſts, who had gone 
fo far, as torefolye almoſt all Religion into 
their own Health and Power, and to ſtrip 
the reſt of Mankind of all Conſcience and 
Property. Andtho' our Reformation from 

re delivered us, in great meaſure, from 
theſe 
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theſe Spiritual Wickedneſſes in high Places, 
yet there are not a few, even of our Re- 
formed Prieſts, who ſtill diſcover a ſtrong 
Itch or Inclination to lead us back again 
into the Plan of the old Few:ſb Hierarchy, 
which had been found worſe and more inſuf- 
ferable of the two, than the «_/Zgyprian 
Bondage; and which, afterwards, was ve- 
ry well copy d, and even, in ſome things, 
improved by the Church of Rome. And 
therefore, I hope the Chriſtian Laity will, 
from henceforth, be always watchful and 
upon their Guard, to ſecure themſelves a- 
gainſt the firſt Encroachments of this Prieſtly 
or Church Power, which has always proved 
a moſt formidable Monſter, and is, I believe; 
St. Johns great red Dragon in the Reve- 
lations. 


But, to retufn to the main Point from 
which I have a little digreſs d, the moſt na- 
tural Conſequence, to be drawn from what 
I have obſerv d about Sacrifices, is this; That 
every Man's own Sacrifice was eyer confi- 
der'd as his own Act of Obedience, his own 
perſonal Gifr, Donation, or Offering, and 
of that 
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that no Man could eyer receive any Behefit 
of Pardon or Acceptance with God, the 
Sacrifice, Gift, or Offering of another, far- 
ther than as others might take example by 
it, and recommend themſelves to God, in 
the ſame way of Obedience. Under the 
Law, every Man was to offer his own Sacri- 
fice for himſelf” alone ; and the daily Sa- 
crifices and publick Feſtiyals, where all 
were enfertained and had equal Benefit, 
were the common Gift and Contributions of 
the whole People, in which every Man was 
tax d his Share. And, fince a Sacrifice was 
always underſtood to be ſome Act of Obe- 
dience, highly pleafing to God, tis impoſ- 
fible, in the Nature and Reaſon of things, 
that one Man's Obedience or Sin ſhould be 
imputed to another, ſo as that other ſhould 
be rewarded or puniſhed for it, under a 

State of moral Government: for nothing can 
be more evident than this, that Obedience 
and - Diſobedience, Merit and Demerit, are 
inſeparable from the individual Subjects or 
Perſons themſelves, and cannot be commu- 
nicated, or transferred, from one Perſon, or 
individual Subject, to another. No Man, 
a who 
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who is under a Law from God, eau, in obe+ 
dience to ſuch Law, do more than his Du- 
ty.z or, if he ſhould do ſomething that he 
was not ſtrictly bound to by Law, and there · 
by entitle himſelf to a greater Rewafd, yet 
be cannot hereby merit any thing for ano · 
ther. And this will hold good, not ouly with 
regard to Men, but Angels, Archangels, 
and every nnn . * ood 


ever. 


* Sr how be hd "mon that he 
Notion. of vicarious Sacrifices, or of God's 
accepting one Lite for another, and, by a 
Commutation of Merit and Demerit, puniſn- 

ing thelnnocent for the Guilty; I ſay, th 
Nodon is entirely modern and new, and had 
been never known or heard of among the 
Jews, or in any other Nation even under 
the groſſeſt Darkneſs of Pagavilm: and there- 
fore, 'tis moſt aſtoniſhing, indeed, that ſuch 
a Principle ſhould ever have prevailed a- 


mong Chriſtians, under the clearer Light of 
the Goſpel. "Tis as plain as Day- light, that, 
under the Jewiſb T heocratick State, ubere 
God himſelf apf Saud ts have been as 
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fole Legiſlator, there was no ſuch thing as 
Prerogative, no diſpenſing Power reſerv d, 
or Right of Pardons above Law in any Caſe 
whatever. If the Offence had been made 
capital by Law, the Offender maſt die the 
Death; and he had no vicarious Sacrifice, 
no Appeal, or Plea of Pardon, to be admitted 
ortaken out. Or if the legal Penalty was 
Impriſonment, Baniſhment, Servitude to the 
Year of Jubilee, a pecuniary Mulct, or a 
crifice, Deodand, or Fine to the Church, 
the Law, in all theſe Caſes, muſt be punc- 
tually complied with, and there could be 
no Pardon allow'd or pleaded. - Now what 
Propitiations and Atonements could ſignify, 
under ſuch a Law, where there could be 
no Pardon or Remiſſion, I ſhould be glad 
to know; or whether the Prieſt's pretending 
to make the Atonement, by his own Action 
of ſprinkling the Sacrificial Blood, after the 
Man had ſully ſatisfied the Law, paid his 
Dues, and there could be no farther Demand 
upon him, was not the ' moſt errant Prieſt- 
eraſt, and the moſt notorious Cheat in the 
World? And till this Queſtion can be fairly 


W 1 ſhall be content to leave this 
RK Flexman Matter 


634. 
Matter juſt where it is, and where, as 1 
imagine, it muſt always ſtand, 


But I ſhall here farther ſhew, that this 
abſurd Antinomian Doctrine of Satisfaction, 
imputed Righteouſneſs, or redundant tranſ- 
ferable Merit, muſt, in its neceſſary Conſe- 
quences, ſubvert and deſtroy the whole 
Chriſtian Scheme, and with it, all Religion 
whether Natural or Reveal d. 


"Tis evident, that a prior, full, and com- 
plete Satisfaction made, muſt be inconſiſtent 
with the free Pardon of Sin, or with Juftifie 
cation as an Act of Grace; for no Perſon 
can forgive or remit any Debt, Dae, or De- 
mand, after full Satisfaction has been made: 
ſince the not puniſhing, or the not executing 
the Law, in this Caſe, muſt be an Act of 
Juſtice, and not of Grace. Tis here com- 
monly ſaid, that this Satisfaction was guid 
recuſabile, ſomething that might have been 
refuſed, and that therefore the accepting of 
it was free and gratuitous, But this was 
either a juſt and Reaſonable Satisfaction or 
bot. If the Satifaction was juſt and ræaſona- 

AM ble, 
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ble, it could not be refuſed by any juſt and 
reaſonable Perſon, who would not puniſh 
meerly for Puniſhment's ſake, when all his 
Rights and Claims might be as well ſecured. 
without it. But if it was not a juſt and rea- 
ſonable Satisfaction, it could be no Satisfac- 
tion at all, nor be accepted as ſuch. 


But tis urg d farther, that Pardon is ſtill 
free and gratuitous, becauſe God ſound out 
this Method of Satisfaction for Sin, which 
no other Being could have done. But this 
is only ſaying that God contriv'd or found 
out a way, of ſatisfying, or paying himſelf, 
Which cannot in the leaſt prove, that the 
Pardon of Sin is free, or an Act of Grace, 
or that the whole Honour is not due to the 
Surety, who has fully diſcharg'd the Ac- 
count, and none at all to the Principal or 
Creditor, who, without a prior full Satiſ- 
faction, could have forgiven nothing. And 
confequently that Mercy is not an eſſential 
Attribute of God, and that he cannot pardon 
Sins at all upon Repentance and Reforma- 
tion. But this is a Suppoſition, fo abhorrent 
to Nature and Reaſon, and ſo deſtructive 
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of all religious Truſt and Dependance upon 
God, that it cannot poſſibly be admitted. 


It may be conſider d farther, that Chriſt 
himſelf was under a Law from God which 
he was bound to obey ; and that his Obe- 
dience unto Death was a neceſſary AQ of 
Submiſſion and Reſignation to God, which 
he could not be excuſed from ; tho he paſ- 
ſionately deſired it, and ſpent a whole Night 
in Faſting, Watching, and Prayer to God 
for it, that, if poſſible, this Cup might paſs 
from him. Since therefore this was a neceſ- 
ſary Obligation upon him, which could not 
be diſpenſed with, there could be no Su- 
pererogatiye or redundant Merit in it : Nay, 
ſo far as it can appear to us, Chriſt himſelf 
did not know, but the Night before he ſuf- 
ſered, that he was to die for the Salvation of 
the World, that he had made any ſuch 
Covenant. with the Father, or that God 
had any ſuch ſettled determinate Purpoſe 
and Reſolution concerning him. Had he 
known this, he would not have ſtruggled 
ſo earneſtly againſt the known Will, and 
determinate Purpoſe of God, which he him- 
EE | 2 ſelf 
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ſelf had before agreed to, and which was 
neceſſary to the Salvation of a whole 
World of loſt periſhing Creatures. Doubt- 
leſs when, in ſuch Anguiſh, he begg'd that, 
if poſſible, the Cup might paſs from him, 
he did not know but it might be poſſible, 
and that God might find out ſome way or 
other for his Deliverance. For, otherwiſe, 
this would not have been meer human Frailty 
or Infirmity, but a ſinful Averſation and 
criminal Reluctancy to the Will of God, re- 
tracting his own Covenant-Engagements,and 
giving up the Salvation of Mankind, only, to 
fave himſelf from a little preſent Suffering. 
But nothing of this can be ſuppoſed or ima- 
gined of the greateſt Prophet, and moſt 


righteous Perſon that eyer appeared in the 
World. 


But this Hope of a miraculous Deliverance, 
even from the Croſs, is what the Holy Je- 
ſus ſeems to have entertain d to his laſt Mo- 
ments, while the 7eus were mocking and 
deriding him; this is the Son of God, this 
is the King of Lyrael, this is our Meſſiah, 
Saviour, and Deliyerer, he ſaved others, 


himſelf 
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himſelf be cannot ſave, let him now come 
down from the Croſs, and we will believe 
in him. No doubt but ſuch a Deliverance 
at this time, would have ſtruck the whole 
Multitude, both Fews and Romans, with 


the ftrongeſt Conviction. It would have 


been an Evidence not to be refiſted, and 
even much beyond that of the RefurreQion z 
fince the whole World, or ſome out of all 
Countries, muſt have been Witneffes to it. 
And as Chrift the Night before, which he 
fpent in the utmoſt Strivings and Wreſtlings 
with God, for a Deliverance by his inter- 
pofing Power, muſt have had ſome Hope or 
Expectation of it; fo, poſſibly, he might even 
now while he was ſuffering upon the Croſs; 
other wiſe, what ſhould he mean by that Ex- 
clamation juſt before he expired? My God, 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? He 
could not think that God had really for- 
faken him, as his moſt beloved Son, or with- 
drawn His Favour from him, whilft he was 
performing' the laſt and higheſt Act of Obe- 
dience to his Will. But why haſt thou for- 
ſaken me? or why haſt thou not, now at laſt, 
heard and anſwered my Prayers, as thou 

* 9 hadſt 


639) ; 
hadſt always done before? Why am I, now, 
left to this cruel and ignominious Death, 
when thy interpoſing Power, in anſwer to 
my earneſt Supplications, might have deli- 
vered me, to the full Conviction, or utter 
Confuſion, of all Unbelievers, 


But what is moſt ſhocking and confound- 
ing in this Doctrine of Satisſaction, is the 
Conſequences of it; that, if it be true, it 
muſt ſuppoſe that Chrift died, to make Sa- 
tisfaction for Diſobedience to himſelf, to 
nullify and deftroy the whole Force and 
Obligation of his own Laws, and to juſtify 
and ſave Men without Repentance. Any 
Prince, for very wiſe and good Reaſons, 
ſuch as Compaſſion to his Subjects, Willing- 
neſs to ſhew'his Clemency, the Love he 
bears to his'Son and Heir, and the Honour 
he deſigns to beſtow upon him, c. may 
publiſh an Act of Grace, or Indemnity for 
all paſ# Offences ; provided the rebellious 
Subjects will come in, ceaſe all Hoſtilities, 
and continue loyal and peaceable for the 
time to come. But an Act of Grace, or In- 
demnity for all future Offences, of what 


nature 
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nature or kind ſoever, provided Men do not 
diein open Rebellion, but beg Pardon, pro- 
feſs their Sorrow, and promiſe Amendment 
ſome time or other before they go ont of 
the World; 1 ſay, ſuch an Ac of Grace as 
' this, muſt be abſolutely inconſiſtent with all 
Law and Government whatever ; ſuch a 
Law would be a meer dead Letter, and the 
Subject would, in reality, be left lawleſs. 


And yet this is the very Caſe of Chriſt's 
Government under the Goſpel, if the com- 
mon - Notions of itbe right. Tis eviden t, 
that the word Nepentance, as commonly 
uſed, ſignifies nothing but begging: Pardon, 
profeſſing Sorrow, and promiſing to reform 
for time to come; and this Men may do 
every Day of their Lives, or at laſt upon 
a Death-Bed, without ever truly repenting 
of, or forſaking any one Sin, But the word 
Lepentance, in Scripture, always ſignifies 
Reformation, Newneſs of Life, or forſaking 
Sin: And if any Prayers, Profeſſions, or 
Promiſes, might be taken for -Reformation 
anda good Life, the way to Salvation, by the 
Grace of the Goſpel, would be very eaſy: 
| Rut 
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But this is turning the Grace of God into 
Wantonneſs, or encouraging Sin that Grace 
may abound. Tis an original ſundamen- 
tal Law of Chriſtianity, and even of Nature 
itſelf, that God will judge all Men accord- 
ing to their Works, or reward and puniſh 
them hereafter, in conſequence of the Deeds 
done in the Body, whether they have been 
good or evil: and no Doctrine can be true, 
that is inconſiſtent with this grand Principle 
and Rule of Judgment. God will bring 
every Work into Judgment, and every Man's 
Acts, either of Obedience or Diſobedience, 
in order to reward, or puniſh, upon a juſt 
balance, or, according to the Prevalence, 
or Preponderancy, of their good and. evil 
Actions, thro' the whole Courſe of their 
Lives, | 


That God, in the Day of Reckoning, 
will blot out and bring into Oblivion, all 
the Actions of a long wicked Life, for the 
ſake of ſome ſhort Reformation at laſt ; and, 
on the other hand, cancel, obliterate and 
ſet afide, all the Services and good Actions 


of a long, exemplary, and uſeful Life, on 
G  __ account 
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account of ſome Defection and Failure to- 
wards the Cloſe of Life, is a Doctrine which 


cannot be true, as being contrary to that 


great Law and Rule of Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment, which he has declared he will 
proceed upon in this Caſe. Such a Princi- 
ple, therefore, would be ſetting up the Me- 


rits of Chriſt in oppoſition to his Laws, 


and pleading the Grace of the Goſpel againſt 
all the Obligations to a good Life as neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation; making nothing penal, un- 
der the Goſpel, but final Impenitency, or a 
Man's dying in his Sins; and, conſequently, 
ſuppoſing Chriſt to be really, and in effect, no 
Lawgiver or Governour at all, but that his 
whole Diſpenſation, from one end of Life 
to the other, is all mere Grace without 
Obedience. 


But, befide the Nature and Reaſon of the 
thing, I ſhall now endeayour to prove, that 
what I have here advanc'd, is perfeQly a- 
greeable to Scripture, and the very Doctrine 
af Repentance and Pardon, which Chriſt 
himſelf, and the Apoſtles preach'd and de- 

| clared 
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clared, to the World, at the firſt Publication 
of Chriſtianity; 


"Tis evident, that when the Apoſtles came 
to preach the Goſpel to the whole World, 
both Fews and Gentiles, they offered them 
a general Act of Grace, or Indemnity for all 
paſt Sins; that no Acts of Idolatry, or moral 
Wickedneſs, committed, under their former 
State of Ignorance aud Darkneſs, before 
they had the true Knowlege of God and 
their Duty, ſhould be ever charg'd upon 
them, or 'brought into Judgment againſt 
them ; provided they would now come in, 
receive the Truth, engage themſelves in the 
Chriſtian Baptiſmal Covenant to Holineſs 
and Newneſs of Life, and faithfully keep 
this Covenant for the Remainder of their 
Lives. But they did not extend this Pardon, 
or Indemnity, to all future Violations of this 
Covenant, or to any wilful preſumptuous 
Sins which might be committed againſt it ; 
for this muſt have been binding and looking 
them at once, and deſtroying the whole De- 
fign. But, on the contrary, the Apoſtles 


declared, that in caſe Men violated this their 
8 2 Baptiſmal 
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Baptiſmal or Chriſtian Covenant, after they 
had publickly, and ſolemnly, entered into and 
engaged themſelves in it, they muſt forfeit 
the whoie Benefit of it, and could never 
more plead any ſuch Grace for Pardon: but 
that they muſt aſterwards ſtand upon the 
common Law of Forgiveneſs, and be judg d 
according to the whole Courſe of their Ac- 
tions, or the Deeds done in the Body. 


For it is impoſſible that they, who were 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the 
Heavenly Gift, and were made Partakers 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted of the 
good Word of God, and of the Powers 
of the World to come, if they fall a- 
way ſhould be renewed again by Repen- 
tance , ſince they crucify to themſelves 
again the Son of God, and mgke a mock of 
him or put him to open Shame. Heb. vi. 4, 
55 6. 
It 
I have rendered as 1{]avorey by Repentance, as in all the 
old Verſions of our Egli Bible, and not unto Repentance, 


as in the laſt Tranſlation; as if the Apoſtle had maintain'd 
it as impoſſible ever to bring Men to Repentance, after {be 

bad finned wilfully and preſumptuouſly under the Go bal. 
which makes him aſſert a thing contrary to Truth in Fact, 
and to common Senſe. The Præpoſition eig never _ 


= 


It muſt be obſery'd, that the Apoſtle does 
not here ſay that, after ſuch a Deſection, 
it was impoſſible to bring Men again to Re- 
pentance, or, that they could not afterwards 
repent and reform. But that it was impoſe 
ſible to renew them again by Repentance, 
or to reſtore them to the ſame State and 


Privilege of a full and free Pardon of all 


paſt Sins, fo as never to have them men- 
tioned, or brought into account in Judg- 
ment againſt them, ſuppoſing their Repen- 
tance. And what is here to be underſtood 
by this falling away, the ſame Apoſtle ex- 
plains, himſelf, to. be wilful and preſump- 
tuous ſinning againſt their Baptiſmal Vow, 
or Chriſtian Covenant. For if we fin wil- 
fully, after that we have received the 
Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth 
no more Sacrifice for Sins; Heb. x. 26. 

or 


for to or unto, unleſs where it denotes ſome Loco-Motion to, 
or towards, a Place, or an Inclination to, or towards, a 
Thing; but where it denotes the Cauſe, Means, or Inſtru- 
mentality of effecting a Thing, it is the ſame, in Conſtruc- 
tion, with the Latin Prepoſitions per, pro, and propter. And 
thus ſuch Apoſtates or Delinquents, as the Apoſtle had been 
ipeaking of, could not be renewed or reſtored per Pænitentiam, 
pro Cavſe vel, propter Cauſam, Panitenttz, as I have un- 


and apply'd it. 
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or no further pleading any peculiar Grate 
of the Goſpel. And if ſuch a Courſe of 
wilful preſumptuous Sin under the Goſpel, 
and againſt the Chriſtian Covenant, be con- 
tinued in, and not overballanced by Refor- 
mation and a Holy Life, there can remain 
nothing, to the Sinner, but a fearful Expect᷑a- 
tion of Judgment and the Indignation of 
violent Fire, ver. 27. 1988 


It ought farther to be carefully obſery d 
here, that the Puniſhment of Sin in another 
Life, as threatened in the Goſpel, is, only, 
to be underſtood of wilful and preſumptuoug 
Sinning, againſt Knowledge and Conſcience, 
and in Violation of Men's Baptiſmal Vow, or 
Chriſtian Covenant with God ; and not of 


Sins of mere human Frailty, Inadvertency, 


or Surprize, where there could be no ill In- 
tention, or Malice and Obſtinacy, in the 
Heart. And tho' we ought to repent of, and 
forſake, all ſuch Sins, as ſoon as we come to 
ſee and know them, and to beg pardon for 
our Weakneſs, Folly, and Inadvertency, 
and bethe more upon our Watch and Guard 
for the future, yet they are not in their own 

; nature 


1 
nature damnable. St. John, in his Epiſtles, 
plainly makes this Diſtinction between Sins 
of mere human Weakneſs, Frailty, and 
Inadvertency, and wilful preſumptuous 
Sins, againſt Light and Knowledge, and in 
Violation of the Goſpel-Covenant. And this 
he calls Sinning unto Death, and not unto 
Death; in the firſt Senſe, he declares that 
every Man is a Sinner, and that if any one 
ſhould pretend to be without Sin, he muſt 
deceive himſelf and make God a Lyar : but, 
in the latter Senſe of the Word, he declares 


and maintains, that whoeyer is born of j 
God ſinneth not, that his Seed remaineth in 7 
him ſo that he cannot ſen, and that wha- b 
ſoever committeth Sin isaf the Devil. This 5 


Apoſtle, therefore, is ſo far from giving the 

leaſt Expectation, or Hope, of Pardon by 
Goſpel · Grace, to ſuch wilful preſumptuous 

J Sinners, as had violated the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant, and were fallen back into moral 
Wickedneſs, under the cleareſt Light, and 
againſt their own Convictions of the Truth; 
that, on the contrary, he does not ſo much 
as allow them to be pray'd for, or at all re- 
commanded 
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conimended to the Grace of Chriſt, or any 
peculiar Favour of the Goſpel; but leaves 
them, as Extrafœderates, to ſtand or fall 


dy the common Law, or Rule of Judgment, 


as already explain d. | | 


"Theſe, I think, are the true Principles of 
Repentance and Pardon, ſo far as Men can 
recommend themſelves to God by the Law 
of Nature, or by the Chriftian Law. But 


whether I am in the Right or not, I have, 


af leaſt, given my Reaſons for it, and brought 
them into as narrow a Compals as I could, 
that if any one ſhould think fit to anſwer 
me, he need not be at much pains about it, 
or be put to the trouble of canvaſſing a large 
Book. N | 


And now to conclude ; Whether any of 
our great and leading Divines will ſo far 
confider of this Matter, as to reform their 
Schemes upon it, and come, at laſt, to 
preach the original Doctrines of Chrift 
and the Apoſtles; or whether they ſhall 


chuſe rather to confute me, as the eaſier 


Task, 


(49) 
Tack, muſt be left to themſelyes. But 
in the mean while, I may aſſure you, Sir, 
that I am, with the utmoſt Reſpect and 


trucft Friendſhip, 
Tour woſ = 
vun, humble Servant, 
| F. B. 
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"POSTSCRIPT 


HERE are bot three poſſible. 15 
conceivable Methods, or Grounds of 


Pardon, which I thall here juſt take notice 
of, to prevent any ſuch Miſtakes, or Objec- 


tions, as might ariſe from the general Doc- 
trine, as before laid down. 


An Act of Grace or Pardon, therefore, 
may proceed, in the firſt place, from the 
mere Clemency of the Prince, or Perſon of- 
tended, his Compaſſion to the Rebels and 
Revolters, and higWilkingneſs to encourage 
their future Loyalty and Obedience to ſo 
mild and merciful” 'a Goyernment, without 
any other Reaſon or Motiye whateyer. 


Or, ſecondly, an Act of 8 for 
all paſt Offences, on condition of future 
Loyalty and Obedience, may be obtained 
by the Mediation and Interceſſion of ſome 
prime Miniſter, or chief Favourite at Court, 
where the Prince or Sovereign would not 
otherwiſe have granted it, or been diſpoſed 

x ho to 


65 60 


to it“ And tho a Pardon, thus obtained, 
abates and takes off from the Royal Favour, 


yet it*is till free, or an Act of Grace, be- 
cauſe the Prince might rigorouſly have exe- 


cited the Law, without regarding 2700 . 


er or 9 


But, in the laſt FO an A of Annes 


and full and free Pardon for all paſt Offences, 


may be obtained by Repentance, and aQual 
perſonal Obedience ſor the time to come, 


and by which, a ſort of Satisfaction, Propi- 


tiation, or Atonement, is made by the Of- 


fender himſelf. And this is the only pro- 


per and literal Senſe in which we can un- 
derſtand the Words Satisfaction, Atone- 
ment, Propitiation, c. with regard to paſt 
Offences : Thus if a Man, who has been in 
open Arms and committed the moſt noto- 
nous Acts of Hoſtility, Rebellion, and Trea- 


ſon, againſt his King and Country, and 


who has hereupon eſcaped Juſtice, tho not 


obtain d a Pardon, ſnall, afterwards, freely 


and voluntarily change his whole Meaſures 
and Conduct, from a Conviction of his own 
Error, and, from thenceforth, give the moſt 

| H 2 ſignal 
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performing more and greater Services, for 
the Prince's Honour and Iatereſt, than ever 
be had done againſt him; ſuch a Conyerſiag 
and Reformation might be theught to me- 
tit or deſerve a Pardon, from a wiſe and 
merciful Prince, upon the Foundation of a 
righteous moral Goyerament, without any 
great Intexceffion uſrd in behalf of ſuch a 
Convert. And, in this way, a Man would 
be faid to have made Satisfaction or Com- 
penfation, and to have pacified or  atoned 

the Kipg for any former Niſlayalty, Rebel - 
lion, or Freafon. And this Conyerfion, 
Repentance or Reformation, is the natural 
Condition of Pardon, and the only Satisfac- 
tion that can poſhbly be made, either to 
God or Man, for paſt Offences. But, inall 
theſe Methods of Pardon, Reformation and 
Perſeverance in new Obedience is the 
Condition of receiving the Benefit of it, 
and is either expreſſly mentioned, in all ſuch 
vaſes wer ee ebend. 


ſignal Proofs of his Loyalty and Fidelity in 
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And 1 they, who RE tee" the 
Matter otherwiſe, or, who teach any other 
Doctrine, ought to conſider whether they 
are not ſupporting the Strong-Hold of Sin 
and Sat an, in the Chriſtian World, and whe- 
ther any Act of Grace and Pardon can be at 
all conſiſtent with Law and Goyernment, of 
any ſort or kind, which ſhould be granted 
for future as well as paſt, Offences? Let 
them confider, whether this muſt not leave 
all Rebels and Traitors, under every Go+ 
vernment, to do as they liſt and to act juſt 
as if they were under no Law at all, Or 
let them ſay, whether ſuch lawleſs Liberty 
is the peculiar Privilege of the Goſpel, and 
the ſole Happineſs of the Subjects of Chriſt's 
Kingdom? It will be here ſaid, no doubt, 


that all Preachers of Righteouſneſs conti- 


nually inſiſt upon the neceſſity of Holineſs, 
Repentance, or Newneſs of Life, and re- 
preſent to Men the infinite Hazard they run 


bp neglecting it and putting off their Re- 


pentance to their lattet Days or Hours. But 
this is only ſaying and unſaying again, or 
afirming and denying the fame thing, while 

| | | a 
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a Notion of Repentance i is entertain'd, that 
may be ſincere and available with God, 

when Life is ſpent and a Man has no NA 
left for Reformation of Life and bew Obe- 
dience. For this is evidently maintaining 
that Repentance does not conſiſt in Refor- 
mation or new Obedier;ce, and that, conſe- 
quently, a good Life is not NECEAATY to Nats 
| vation, tho it is the ſafeſt way. . 


© Tis bard to know what Men oſten wean 
by ſincere Repentance on a Death-Bed, or 
near the Cloſe of Life, where there can be 
little or no time left for Trial. Nothing, I 
think, can be hereby underſtobd but the 
Purpoſes and Promiſes of | Amendment. 
But if Reformation, or new Obedience, 
be the thing abſolutely and peremp- 
torily inſiſted on, no Purpoſes or Promiſes, 
concerning it, can be taken for the thing it 
ſelf: but yet ſuch Sinners, id the opinion of 
{ome Divines, will never be puniſh'd for all, 
or any of their evil Deeds done in the Body; 
but, on the contrary, rewaided for thoſe 
$000 Decds which they had never done, 
but which they might have done had they 
« lived 


6355 
lived long enough. But this is a Suppoſit on 
ſo very monſtrous and abſurd, and ſo con- 
trary to Reaſon, as well as to the moſt nu- 
merous Declarations of Scripture, that tis 


perſectly amazing how any learned Men, 


profeſſing Chriſtianity, ſhould ever fall into 
it. But the Truth is, that the Chriſtian 
Clergy, themſelyes, have done more towards 
the gradual Advancement of Deiſm, and 
driving Men into what they call Infidelicy, 
than any thing elſe could ever have done, 
by giving ſuch Conſtructions and Interpreta- 
tions of Scripture, or of Doctrines ſuppoſed 
to contain a Revelation ſrom God, as plainly 
contradi and overthrow the cleareſt and 
moſt demonſtrable Principles of Reaſon. 


Indeed, if eternal 1 in our ſtrict 
Philoſophical Senſe of the Word, was to be 
the future Puniſhment of Sinners; and if 
God would hereafter proceed againſt them 
with almighty, implacable, and ine xorable 
Revenge, and raiſe all their Powers and Fa- 
culties, vaſtly beyond all the Capacities of 
ſaffering in human Nature, on purpoſe to 
plague and torment them the more effcc- 


N trually, 


(56) 
: tally, without Mercy arid without End; 
and to panith them in the capacity of Angels, 
when they had only ſinn d againſt and of 
ſended him in the Tow Capacity of poor 
impotent and frail Mortals: were this, I ſay, 
to be the Punifhment of Sin without Pardon, 
it might be fit and reafonable, thus to give 
Men the Hope and Expectation of Pardon 
without Repentarice, But this Suppoſition 
is deſtructive of all our natural Notions of 
God, and ſetting up Diaboliſi inſtead of 
Deiſm. And therefore they, who thus un- 
derſtand and repreſent the Matter, would do 
well to confider, whether they ate not hereby 
moſt efſectually fubverting and exploding 
the Chriſtian Revelatidh, by retidtitig it ab- 
ſolutely incredible and incapable of Proof. 
But, I cannot help ſaying ttiat, the Argu- 
ments, hitherto brougin to ſupport this Doc- 
trine, or to reconcile ſuch à Principle, ei- 
ther to the Reaſon of things, or to tile Na- 
ture and Perfections of God, have been fo 
exceedingly abſard, weak, and trifling, that 
I mould think it needleſs to write a ſingle 
Page, or to beſtow one Minute's time, in con- 
ſuting them. But if any learned Man hall 
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think ke can deſend this Doctrine bettet tian 

has - been yet done, I ſhall not decline the 
Conſideration of new and ſtronger Reaſons. 


The many Abſurdities, Inconſiſtencies, and 
extravagant Suppoſitions, which Men have 
fallen into concerning the Nature, End, 
and Uſe of Sacrifices, have perhaps been 
chiefly owing to a Miſunderſtanding of 
St. Pauls Deſign arid Manner of Reaſoning 
againſt the eum It might be evidently 
proy'd, from abundance of Inſtances, that 
this Apoſtle in his Reaſoning againſt his 
own Nation and Countrymen, conſtantly ar- 
gued ad Hominem, in order to bring Men 
to Faith in Chriſt and Obedience to the 
Goſpel, without directly contradicting their 
generally received and eſtabliſh'd Notions 
about Sacrifices. And this Method of ar- 
guing ad Hominem has been always al- 
lowed and approv'd of; and is oſten the 
ſhorteſt and moſt eſſectual, as well as the 
ſofteſt and leaſt offenſtye way, of ſilencing | 


and convincing an Adverſary; by his own 


Conceſſions, without entring into the Conſi- 


6569 
eee eee eee 


2 


Autom hence St. Paul, in all his _ 
gumenti and Reaſonings from Maſes and the 
Prophets, as obliged to underſtand and ap- 
ply them in a Myſtical, Typical, and Fi- 
gurati ve Senſe, of which Senſe the original 
Authors themſelves had never given the leaſt 
Hint or Intimation. But this Myſtical Way 
of Reaſoning and drawing Conſequences 
from Scripture, was a Method which. the 
Jeuiſ Doctors had conſtantly taken, for 
three or four hundred Years before, by which 
means they had introduced, and brought 
into common Belief, an infinite number of 


who was as learned a Rabbi as any of them, 
for taking them in their own way; ſince he 
had certainly a much. better Right to eſta- 
bliſh Truth, by this means, than they could 


have to eſtabliſh Error. But this is a Sub- 
ject of too large an Extent to be entered 
upon here, But thus much I ſhall venture 
to ſay, that all Myſteries and Unintelligibles 

in 


monſtrous Abſurdities. And therefore they 
could object nothing againſt this Apoſtle, 
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in Religion, have generally ariſen from 5 

Types, Allegories, and figurative Expreſ- * 
ſions, taken in a ſtrict and literal Senſe; 
and this has been too much owing to the am- 
bitſous deſigning part of the Clergy, who, 
not finding their Account in Moral 'Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, have thought it neceſſary 
to deal moſtly in Myſteries, which have al- 
ways afforded them the beſt” Market, and 

proy'd the moſt ſaleable Commodity. 


NV 


E11 EK: 


ine 


ec 


9 — * LN Fa o * 4 — * IV? 
| "+ Wa * 4 WM - 3 . MS - 0 * n 1 
3 WV 1 Ae . oo „ 
Pt * # * 
-%* * 


” 
"nd F ” 
\ n 
$ 4 £ * 
* v, * — 
* . 
* 


, . a K 14 ; Ps 6 

( 7 1. s * ** 17 * Fc 40 4 9 * * 1 F. of 0 . 
TB. 6 1 N 2 
. 4 


: 5 
Fa ">: \ MEE. 4 A J. 7 


* % 


274488 7 
3 455 18 S &,” 
8 * + ba = FY " 0 
, * 9 + & % 4 * . 2 43 api * A 10 1 
. — $-* 1 a 4 pp 
2 e 5 5 ” 63 
ene ; L208 A Me. 5 50a 
4 s 9» : 


. i dig +44 = 412 ef <4 þ ; fit * ö " Gi4} 72 4 
4 


. 517 0 1 60 3 8 Ln . 1 


0 \ "Nr n 4 ny. o Cadet 13 21 M 


4 k 
* 
* 4 5 1 * 
* 
7 
— 1 
'S ] 3 
4 . 43 I F > 


4 
2 
4 


r 
2 


* A 
CS * — = 
1 * 4 — - * * 
'Y 29 4 © * * * £ : 
* — # be. * 6 8 # 5 - 
I 
bs 4 
+ . 4 
4 * N 
Is 
\» 0 
: 
* . : 4 F 
| , * * 
> 4 4 d . 6 "p 
* 8 * - 
: > -< 
- + : * 
9 
1 9 
* „ 47 7 
y 4 2 id 
* * 
" on 
"+ 7 
* n 
* 
4 i o 
4 P 
- * hy * 
1 * J 4 
24 
5 of? 4 
\/ L 
x « * 
. 
4 g 
Dt”, 
. 
"& * * 4, 
1 
«ds % 4 x 
* © % .+ 
47% SD 
"* 7 » ” 4 * 
* * . 
, - ; OY #74 * 
; i A 
* 
.Q 
- | ; a 
- - 
A 
. 
* * 
— 
* 
a EF 
; - ; 
" 7 
. 
0 * * « n 4 « | 3 | 
6 TY OR — 3 — Ani les . 


—— —— —— 


